470 


Progress of the Medical Sciences. [April 

latent, and only showed itself in its later stages;, looking, on the sixth day of its 
appearance, as the part usually does on the fifteenth or sixteenth day after inocu¬ 
lation. Struck with these facts, the question naturally occurred to me—Can vac¬ 
cination, not followed by its eruption , exert a preservative power against small-pox? 
and I asked M. Rayer his opinion. Facts seemed to decide here, w T ith this con¬ 
dition, however, that although its appearance may be more or less delayed, yet 
that when it does show itself it shall have some of the regular characters of the 
affection in its progress. I greatly regret not having seen the vaccine pustules in 
this case from their very first appearance, and blame myself for not attending bet¬ 
ter to the patient’s arms, although, fortunately, the great point has not been weak¬ 
ened by my neglect. M. Rayer, whose testimony would in itself be sufficient, 
corroborates all I have stated. 

We may come boldly, then, to this practical conclusion—that, among individu¬ 
als not vaccinated , vaccine inoculation is proper , and can be useful when practised , not 
only during the primary fever of the small-pox , but even soon after its eruption has made 
its appearance. 

28. On the Occupations of those who are most exposed to Metallic Colic. — M. Cheval- 
lier gives the following table of 1330 cases received into the Parisian hospitals 
for five years, (1838 to 1842,) showing the relative liability of workmen of dif¬ 
ferent trades to colica pictonum. 

Workers in white lead 

Painters - 

Type manufacturers 
Colour preparers 
Workers in metals - 
Pottery manufacturers 
Casters - 

Gilders - 

Polishers - 

Glassmakers 

Vamishers - - - 

Jewellers - - - 

Enamelers - 

Chasers - 

Turners - 

Chemical manufacturers 
Lapidaries - 

Among 57 journeymen the occupations were not ascertained. In addition to 
the above, Weavers are subject to lead colic, from the circumstance that they are 
compelled to handle the leaden cylinders w'hich are used for stretching the 
threads. 

The table shows that white lead workers are most exposed to this disease. The 
341 cases came from six factories in the short period of only five years, and of 
these 55 proved fatal. It is impossible to institute a fair comparison with respect 
to other occupations, since the number of workers thus employed is unknown. It 
will be observed that the workers in metals chiefly of copper and its alloys, or of 
lead in the metallic state, are but little subject to metallic colic. In fact, during a 
period of five years, only 22 were received into the Parisian hospitals, although 
the number of workmen employed in this occupation is very large. It will be 
perceived that the workers in other trades are very little subject to the disease.— 
Gazette Med. de Paris, Jan. 17th, 1846. 

29. Colic from Copper among the Workers in that Metal. —M. Blandet has written 
a memoir on this subject, wherein he proposes to demonstrate that there exists a 
colic occasioned by copper—a malady to which those who work in that metal 
are liable, as the workers in lead are to lead colic. 

The author rectifies the mistake which has led to the belief that (he colic suffered 
by the workers in copper, arises not from the effects of the copper, but from the 
lead which is also used; an error which has caused the two diseases to be con- 
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founded, and led to the idea that the copper has no injurious effect in these in¬ 
stances, whereas it is really highly deleterious. From Dr. Blandet’s observations, 
made both in the hospitals and in the workshops, he has become convinced of 
the existence of a form of enteritis produced by copper, of which the chief symp¬ 
tom is a colic, with remissions. The workman bends himself double to relieve 
it; the belly is tender upon pressure; there are headache, and inclination to vomit; 
diarrhoea or constipation; the vomited matters consist of a bilious fluid; the first 
alvine evacuations are often of a green colour; fever is frequent, but there is often 
lassitude. The affection, says M. Blandet, arises from two principal causes— 
slovenliness, and the inhaling of copper dust. The workers in copper, who are 
careless of their persons, have their hair coloured green; the perspiration is green, 
and the teeth are coated with a crust of sulphurat of copper. M. Blandet re¬ 
commends certain prophylactic and therapeutic measures, of which the principal 
are, the use of albuminous drinks, and the administration of saline purgatives to 
prevent constipation. M. Blandet has also made a second observation relative to 
the accidents occasioned by zinc among the founders and moulders of copper. 
The symptoms produced by the vapour of zinc, are, a sensation of weight at the 
stomach, nausea, oppression, pains in the head, aches in the limbs, as if from 
the effects of bruises, &c. It is especially the fumes of brass which produce these 
accidents; thay have not been found to arise from copper alone, but they must 
be attributed to the admixture of that metal with zinc. Among the symptoms 
complained of by the workmen, are, a painful weight at the stomach, inclination 
to vomit, want of appetite, cough, oppression, occasional fixed and oppressive 
pain in the head, buzzing in the ears, which continues during the night; general 
debility; tetanic stiffness, and pain in the limbs; shivering; cold trembling, which 
continues several hours; nightmare during sleep; the patient experiences a feel¬ 
ing of distension, and there are cold sweats preceded by hot fits, &c.— Land. Med. 
Gaz., Aug. 22, from Gazette Medicate de Paris , 1845. 

30. Strychnine in Chorea —Dr. A. Ross, reasoning on the supposed state of the 
brain and nervous system in chorea, on the frequent want of success attending the 
usual mode of treatment of the disease, and on the well-known effects of strych¬ 
nia on the nervous system, was induced to make trial of this remedy in a few 
cases which came under his care, and in which the usual mode of treatment, by 
aperients, tonics, &c., had been unsuccessful. 

“ The first occasion on which I made trial,” he says, “ of the remedy in this dis¬ 
ease, was in the beginning of 1839, in the case of a delicate girl of twelve or thir¬ 
teen years of age, who came under my care as an hospital patient, with many of 
the eccentric symptoms of this singular disease most distinctly marked. From hav¬ 
ing been very expert with her needle, she was rendered incapable of using it, and 
her attempts to thread it were almost ludicrous. I prescribed for her the eighth or 
tenth of a grain of the alkaloid, to be taken twice a day. On the second or third 
day of the treatment, through a mistake of the nurse, she had an overdose of the 
medicine, which produced more violent effects than I intended—viz., convulsive 
twitches, which, however, quickly subsided, on the medicine being intermitted, 
and with them all symptoms of the disease. In a day or two after this I saw her 
thread a fine needle with a hand perfectly steady, and she was dismissed cured at 
the end of a week. I saw her more than a year afterwards; she was quite well, 
much improved in appearance, considerably grown, and had had no return of 
chorea I ought to mention that she first came under my care after having been 
already some weeks in the hospital, under the care of my esteemed predecessor, 
Dr. Bayne, whose treatment of her was continued, without any improvement in 
her symptoms, until she commenced the use of the strychnia. 

“ My next case was a girl of the same age and constitution, who came under 
my care as an hospital patient, about the same period. In her case I adopted the 
same treatment. No violent effects were produced by the remedy, and after a 
few days’ treatment the symptoms of chorea began gradually to disappear, and 
she was also dismissed cured at the end of a fortnight.”— Lancet , June 7, 1845. 

[Dr. Griscom of New York, has reported a case of chorea cured by strychnine.] 

31 . On Constipation from Indolence of the Bowels, and its Treatment. —Dr. Teissier, 



